
Journal of South Asian and Middle Eastern Studies Vol. XXXIV, No. I, Fall 2010

Turkish-American Relations
in the Context of Iraq War:
From Crisis to Recovery?*
Tayyar An and Ferhat Pirinc;c;i**

Introduction

Iraq war has generated some negative impacts on the Turkish-American
relations. This study focuses on the divergence of interests derived from the
Iraq war and analyzes its possible implications for the future. The incidents
started with the refusal of Turkish Parliament to allow American forces to
locate on Turkish territories to open a northern front and the increase of
terrorist attacks of the PKK stemming from northern Iraq generating anti­
American sentiments in Turkish public opinion and a disappointment for
both sides. Although mutual efforts to preserve the relations created some
positive results, it can be said that nothing will be the same as in the past.
This study argues that recently a recovery process has started for the
relations and debates whether this process would overcome the resentment
and open a new phase?

(I)
Preserving Thrldsh-American Relations: From Alliance to the Partnership

Turkish-American alliance emerged after the Second World War with the
Truman Doctrine (1947) and was formalized with the Turkish entrance to
NATO in 1952. Certainly, the common threat perceptions of both sides

*An earlier version of this paper was presented at the ISA-Northeast Conference, October
2,2009. The author's wishes to acknowledge the support of Turkish Scientific and Technical
Research Council (TUBITAK).

**Tayyar An (PhD) is Professor of International Relations at Uludag University. He has
written several books and articles on the Middle East, U.S. foreign policy, Turkish foreign
policy, and International Relations Theories. Prof. An can be reached at
atayyar@uludag.edu.tr. Ferhat Pirin<;<;i (PhD) is a faculty member in the Department of
International Relations at Uludag University and has written books and articles on the
Middle East and U.S. Foreign Policy. Dr. Pirin<;<;i can be reached at ferhat@uludag.edu.tr.

17
























	17.pdf
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28



